
WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT PLC MEETING NOTES: FOUR ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

November 2nd, 2018 / November 27th, 2018 (UPDATED NOTES) 

In attendance: Candace Brophy, Laura Casillas, Megan Kappe, Dr. Leticia Villaseñor 

1. What do we expect our students to learn?--GOALS  

 We expect our students to learn the target language (ASL, French, Spanish) 

 We expect them to be able to read, write, speak and listening in French or Spanish. We expect 

them to have receptive, expressive, writing (GLOSSING) skills in ASL as well as having reading 

and writing in English.   

 We expect them to be culturally aware and have an understanding of the values that each 

culture brings.  

 We expect them to be able to pay attention when someone is speaking/signing and pay 

attention to details in their reading and writing.  

 We want the students to use the target language as much as possible in class and to motivate 

them to use their skills outside of class in their communities and families.  

 We also want to maintain consistency of our teachers in our department so that our students’ 

learning of our languages continue to develop smoothly.  

 Laura and I will communicate to make sure that the level 1 and 2 students are prepared for level 

3.  

2. How will we know they are learning?--Assessment 

 ASL/French/Spanish: Participating in class discussion in the target language (Natural dialogue vs 

Reading/Listening (Interpreting) Comprehension Dialogue)  

 Homework review in class, which allows students to correct their homework and ask the teacher 

questions. This also allows the teachers to re-explain and re-demonstrate the material.  

 Class activities that allow us to see them demonstrate listening, reading, writing and 

speaking/signing skills (Games/Realia/Individual, partner, group activities/Conversation 

activities using the vocabulary and grammar from the chapter/Oral and written presentations).  

 Quizzes and tests 

 Participation in class is the key for both the students and the teachers to know how well the 

students are performing in class. Students are encouraged to ask questions, give examples, 

thinking critically about what they are saying/signing and why they are communicating that way. 

Culturally, students need to be aware of what is happening in today’s world/current events.  

3. How will we respond when they don’t learn?--Intervention 

 We encourage them to come to tutoring during office hours, during lunch or after school. We 

also encourage peer tutoring.  

 We re-teach information after quizzes and tests. We return quizzes/tests and re-explain any 

sections where the students struggled.  

 Our curriculum builds on each chapter so we are able to reteach past material while teaching 

new material.  



 Students need to make academic performance a priority. If their grades are low, they should be 

missing practice and/or games to catch up with their work and be in class.  

4. How will we respond if they already know it?  

 Native speakers should strongly consider taking a different language.  

 Students are allowed to lead grammar sections, and then, teacher fills in the missing pieces.  

 Even if students are native Spanish speakers, they are still learning different vocabulary words in 

each chapter, and they are improving their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills through 

all the activities they do in class.  

 Adapt lessons to cover information the students know and/or don’t know.  


